Description of Online Courses

Beginning fall of 2007, Somerset Christian College is offering online courses.  Online courses will be identical to traditional courses with the following exceptions:  First, obviously, there will be no face-to-face meeting.  The course will be entirely online.  Second, there will be no regular meeting time.  Students will have scheduled assignments with due dates, but students may read (or watch or listen to) lectures at their own pace (within the constraints of the assignments) from anywhere in the world with an internet connection provided they meet the assigned due dates.  Finally, before the start of an online course, students must pass a simple test to be sure they possess the technical equipment and skill required to learn effectively in the online world.   (This test will be implemented in spring 2008 with the launch of the online certificate program.)  

Students should expect the same intensity, workload, and academic demands as a traditional course.  The course material and assignments will not be easier than a traditional course.  There will be deadlines for assignments with appropriate consequences for missed or late work.  In many cases students may need to learn to be more disciplined in the online environment in order to keep up with coursework.  

Courses will vary from professor to professor, just as traditional courses do.  Faculty will be available for assistance with coursework at regular intervals.  Just as in traditional courses, faculty will not be available 24/7.  Some faculty will have virtual office hours, while others will commit to responding to all email and phone messages within 48 hours.  Check your course syllabus to learn how and when to contact your instructor.  

Expectations:

Students who sign up for an online course are expected to have the technology and skill-set to succeed in an online learning environment. While technical glitches may happen from time to time, technical problems and lack of computer skill are not valid excuses for missed or poorly completed work.  Do not wait until the last minute to complete your work – if you experience a technical problem your work will still be considered late.  

In addition, the professor of an online course is responsible for teaching course material.  Professors are not responsible for helping students understand how to use computers or perform online tasks. 
Somerset Christian College now provides computer/technology tutoring.  Students who need assistance should contact the technology tutor or the IRC.  (Call the front desk for details.)  Online courses may prove to be an invaluable learning experience for students by immersing students in the online world.  Keep in mind, however, that students, not professors, are responsible for this learning and for the successful achievement of these skills.  

System Requirements for Online Courses:

Some online course will depend on multimedia to a much greater degree than the online components of traditional courses.  Students who do not have this equipment may use the Media Center at Somerset Christian College (room 206). In cases of temporary technical problems, students may also try a local library, work computer, or internet café.  Students of online courses are therefore expected to meet the following system requirements:

High-speed Internet Connection (Cable/DSL or better)

· Although it may be possible to complete some courses with only a dial-up connection, students in most classes will have a difficult time downloading multimedia and large files without a high-speed connection.

Software:

· Internet Explorer or Firefox (other browsers may work but are not recommended).

· Adobe Acrobat Reader.

· Audio/Video player (Windows Media Player, Quicktime, iTunes, and Real Audio are the most common options).

· Flash Viewer.

· Microsoft PowerPoint or PowerPoint Viewer.

· Microsoft Word or compatible word processor.  (Students must not turn in assignments using Microsoft Works format, as these documents cannot be opened in Word.  OpenOffice is an acceptable free solution.)  

· Email client (such as Microsoft Outlook, Outlook Express, Thunderbird, Mail or at least access to sccstudent.com webmail) configured to send and receive using your sccstudent email account.  

Hardware:

· Macintosh or PC capable of using the above software.  

· PC must be running either Windows XP or Vista.

· Macintosh must be running OS X version 10.3 or higher.

